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The bad news first. What
you're about to read is mouth-
watering. If you're not living in
or visiting Oz though, it's also
ne mere than an ungettable-to
itch. Aussies meanwhile will
style like mad. The Sieben
Technology iDock Gen2 is
what Bang & Olufsen would
have done. 'cept they didn't.
This thunder goes to Down
Under. Sieben's Edward Price
explains: "We set out to
produce a dock which would
provide guality we considered
absent in today's marketplace.
o=l Consequently there's a lot
about it that users may not
see:
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» The dock is cast in Zinc metal. We chose this to be consistent with our design philosophy, to give the superb finish
and to add the weight we believe is desirable in a dock.

= The Zinc is then coated using a durable paint so it's relatively scratch proof.

* The connectors are gold-plated RCA plugs for quality audio use and of course we use the genuine Apple 30-pin line out
rather than the inferior headphone jack.

= Video is supported by both composite RCA and S-video connector involving special Apple-authorized chips to unlock
Apple's full video signal.

* We made sure the dock would charge whilst listening and of course enable users to sync up with their PC/Mac.

= We include a 1.6m shielded USE cable.

= Our packaging is designed to ensure a quality experience and use recyclable materials.

"There are always some interesting choices to be made.
One of these is that we decided not to include audic
cables, preferring instead to let users choose their own
according to preference and budget as well as
recognizing that many already have spares. At this stage
we are only shipping the dock with the Australian power
plug but as the dock charges via USE, most users are
likely to already have an Apple-based USB mains wall
socket charger; or can charge off their PC/Mac; or use a
travel adaptor; or buy an adapter or charger locally. Our
Gen2 model accepts the iPhone 3GS although airplane
mode is then recommended to optimize sound quality if
you're playing audio. The current retail is AUD $129.95,
however we have created a hidden page on our website
for customers within Australia who wish to purchase this
product for $89.85 plus free postage. Please note that at
present this product is only available for sale in
Australia. We understand the role of direct digital docks
such as the Wadia i170 and we are not positioning ours
in the very high-end market place, instead cheosing to
focus on users who seek an elegant means to charge
their Apple device, sync with their PC and/or be able to
achieve a quality connection for audio and video. It
should look as at home on an executive work desk as it
does in a family listening room."

The Gen2 Sieben is compatible with the iPod Nano
Gen 1 thru 4, the iPouch Touch Gen 1 and 2, the 5th
gen iPod and the iPed Classic and weighs a solid
320g. It arrives with all the necessary inserts to
accommodate the various devices; sports a sizable IR
eye; and includes a stylish remote for play/pause/off,
and back/next. Very important—if rather than going
through a list or shuffle, you access the menu one-
handed via necessary scroll wheel input—is that the
Sieben fully supports the back of the device. Your iPod
doesn't merely ride the 30-pin socket. That's fragile
over the long term when you manipulate its front with
any kind of finger pressure while docked. Though as
fiercely stylish as a designer boutiqgue in Milan, the
Sieben is also a properly engineered device. Beauty
and brains.

Obviously the iPod volume control is disabled for better
sonics. You'l need to do volume with your headphone
or speaker amp. And unless you truly believe that
throwaway cables sound the same as good solid audio
wires with proper terminations, vou'll appreciate that the
Sieben socketry now connects your iPod to the best
cables you might want to throw at it (ALO Audio cryo
— links in my case). Hifisters will love that their device
will always speed-charge without requiring a PC USB
connection.




The Sieben is thus ready for the big system, no nearby computer
required. In su casa, that could be verboten. It's in mine. No
computers in the listening den. So what's a jaded audio fashion
oracle to pronounce?

It takes no cloudy USB-powered crystal ball to make today's
call. If you want remote control and aren't into the rustic thang
like Joel Scilley's Audiowood Scrappy iDock made very eco
conscious from woodshop cast-offs; or otherwise woody like Ken
Ball's ALO Audio offerings; the sleekly asymmetrical and mostly
metallic Sieben solution should have your name all overit. In
sassiness and substance, it's the perfect companion to moor
your stylish mobile Apple device to. Casting anchor to recharge
one's batteries has seldom been this slick. The tactile pleasure
of handling an iPod docked on the Sieben with one hand is an
extra bonus. It's simply cool.

Actually, Sieben's slogan High-Qualify Design Stafements said it
all along. There's really nothing to add. Except that they weren't

lying when they said "expect quality"...
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Quality of packing: Very good. Egg-carton material.

Reusability of packing: A few times.

Ease of unpacking/repacking: A cinch.

Condition of component recaived: Flawless.

Completeness of delivery: Pardact. Includes five different adaptor
insarts to suit all listed devices; a high-speed 1.6m USB cable; an
Oz-style USB AC socket; a shiny black plastic remote control with
watch-style battery; and an owner's manual.

Pricing: Excallent vaiue for money.

Final comments & supggestions: The sole fly in the oiniment al
present is the 'embarge’ cutside Australia. "The reason is that
we're a small Australian company and have not yet
committed to FCC/US and CE/EU approvals. In
addition we do not have product liability insurance
outside Oz. Hopefully our business will grow to where
we can justify the cost associated with the approvals

and insurance (it's a bit of a catch 22 to be honest)."

Sra jan Ebaen
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