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The ZDock

Lintil now, there have bean no ressonabla
options in the Pod dock world for thoss
of us whio don't chooss to go the Wadia
route for grebbing the digite! bitstream and
sanding & to the DAC of choice.

I you just want a gorgeous dock o it
on your rack that wil taks the andlog outs
{and 5-VHS video ouputs} from your iPod
device, ZDock iz the way to roll. Foran
unbalievably low price of $08, it's bul e
a product that should cost fouwr fimes as
much; & haz a powder-costed zinc finsh
and fesls substantisl as scon as you remove
it from tha box. Ht hooks ke something thet
you'd expect B&D or Meridan to produce.

The guys et Z0ock kept it smple and
made a dock for the rest of us. While the
full digital setup tzkes Pod acund to ancther
levml, the analog owts are surprisingfy good,
eapacially when played through the ZDock.
Plus, it uses standard gold-pisfed RCA out-
put jacks a0 you can use & reguiar peir of
interconnect cables, which helps fremen-
dously.

ft's & parfect match visuaky for the new
aiver Cambridge Audio Azur 840 integratad
ampler. | used a pair of AudioQuest Cop-
perhead cables (325 for 8 one-meter pair)
fo meks the connection in my fang-room
HT =system, whers the ZDock is 2 parfsct
match. Wa have five iPods and three iP-
honas in our housshold, so it's great o have
an accessory that aflows amyons to plug in
an iPod ower dinnar or drinks.

Bacausa the ZDock doss not capture
the digdal bitstream, if iz compatible with

all but the very firsf iPods that don't have a
data cable connector on the botfom, mak-
ing it that much more user frisndly. Those
wanting to integrate their iPods info 8 dask-
top-computer sudio system can sasly do
a0 via the USE connection. A tasteful biack
remote confrol iz included a0 you can play,
pause, fast forwand or reversa. Tha volume-
cantrol functicn has been abandoned on
tha ZDock in the guest for better scund, so
wou heve to control & from: your compater or
ampkfiar.

In 8 hed-to-head comparizon, the
ZDock definitely iz & substanfial step upin
sound qusity from the $49 Apple dock,
which does not inchude a wall wart or a US5B
cabla, both of which come with the ZDock.
This iz a wel-thought-out product indeed
and worthy of one of cur Exceptional Value
SApprards for 2000
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